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The New Guide to North Carolina Beaches All You 
Need to Know to Explore and Enjoy Currituck, 
Calabash, and Everywhere Between (Southern 
Gateways Guide).  Glenn Morris.  Chapel Hill: University 
of North Carolina Press, 2019.  ISBN 978-1-4696-5173-6 





This work’s author resides in Raleigh, North Carolina.   
Contents include Introduction, numerous lovely intriguing 
spots in the areas of North to South, Currituck County, 
Dare County, Cape Hatteras National Seashore, Hyde 
County, Cape Lookout National Seashore, Carteret County, 
Onslow County, Pender County, New Hanover County, 
Brunswick County, and as well Feature Articles.  The index 
is accurate.  The masterpiece on the North Carolina 
shoreline consists of twenty-nine helpful outstanding maps 
including Map 1 Coastal North Carolina, Map 1 Knotts 
Island, Map 2 Currituck Banks, Map 3 Corolla to 
Sanderling, Map 4 Sanderling to Kitty Hawk, Map 5 Kitty 
Hawk, Map 6 Kill Devil Hills, Map 7 Nags Head, Map 8 
Roanoke Island, Map 9 Whalebone Junction to Oregon 
Inlet, Map 10 Oregon Inlet to Salvo, Map 11 Salvo to 
Buxton, Map 12 Buxton to Hatteras Inlet, Map 13 
Ocracoke Island, Map 14 Portsmouth Island to New Drum 
Inlet, Map 15 New Drum Inlet to Cape Lookout, Map 16 
Shackleford Banks, Map 17 Beaufort & Morehead City, 
Map 18 Bogue Banks: Fort Macon to Indian Beach, Map 
19 Bogue Banks: Emerald Isle to Cape Carteret, Map 20 
Swansboro & Bear Island, Map 21 North Topsail Island, 
Map 22 South Topsail Island, Map 23 Wrightsville Beach 
and Shell Island, Map 24 Pleasure Island, Map 25 Fort 
Fisher to Zeke’s Island, Map 26 Smith Island Complex and 
Southport, Map 27 Oak Island, and Map 28 Holden Beach, 
Ocean Isle, and Sunset Beach.  After each description of 
the beach areas is Access that explain how to arrive at the 
beach locations.   
 
Numerous black and white photographs enhance the 
discussion of the beautiful North Carolina coastline.  
Examples encompass Wash Woods watchtower, 
Whalehead bridge and the lighthouse at Currituck Beach, 
the Currituck Sound boardwalk, Duck Waterfront shops, 
dune at Jockey’s Ridge, the lighthouse at Ocracoke, Bodie 
Island lighthouse spiral stairs, Bodie Island Lighthouse 
tourist building, Oregon Inlet United States Coast Guard 
station, an oak tree at Springer’s Point where the pirate 
Blackbeard frequented, Shackleford Banks horses, 
Whalebone Junction Jennette’s Pier, Pine Knoll Shores 
North Carolina Aquarium, Hammocks Beach State Park, 
salt marsh between Bear Island and Hammocks Beach State 
Park, Topsail Island, Kure Beach, Fort Fisher State Historic 
Site oaks, Cape Fear River boardwalk, and Sunset Beach 
dunes.  One of the best things about the book is the way the 
author gets the reader to know North Carolina beaches.  
Some of the legendary sites told incorporate Kitty Hawk, 
Wright Brothers National Memorial, Duke University 
Marine Laboratories, Morehead City, Emerald Isle, 
Carolina Beach, Carolina Beach State Park, Oak Island 
Lighthouse, Theodore Roosevelt State Natural Area, Cape 
Lookout Light Station, Ocracoke Island, Ocracoke Pony 
Pen, Cape Hatteras Light Station and Hatteras Island 
Visitor Center, Ocracoke Light Station, Bodie Island Light 
Station and Visitor Center, Jockey’s Ridge State Park, Kill 
Devil Hills, Currituck Beach Light Station and Museum, 
Diamond Shoals, U.S. Life-Saving Station Chicamacomico 
Historic Site, and Fort Raleigh National Historic site.  
Other localities revealed embrace Graveyard of the Atlantic 
Museum, British Sailors’ Cemetery, Poplar Grove 
Plantation, Karen Beasley Sea Turtle Rescue and 
Rehabilitation Center, Surf City, Nags Head, Donal C. 
O’Brien Jr. Sanctuary and Audubon Center at Pine Island, 
Bird Island, Coquina Beach, Pea Island National Wildlife 
Refuge, Avon, Buxton Woods Trail, Cape Point 
Campground and Cape Point Beach, Silver Lake, Pleasure 
Island, Kure Beach, Fort Fisher State Historic Site, Zeke’s 
Island National Estuarine Research Reserve, North 
Carolina Aquarium Fort Fisher, Portsmouth Island, 
Beaufort, North Carolina Maritime Museum, North 
Carolina Aquarium, Pine Knoll Shores, and Sunset Beach.  
Additional spectacular places comprise Ocean Isle Beach, 
Carolina Beach State Park, Carolina Beach, Snows Cut 
Park, Masonboro Island National Estuarine Research 
Reserve, Radio Island, Atlantic Beach, Salter Path, Iron 
Steamer Pier Access Area, Roanoke Island, and Calabash.  
The recommendation for audience is anyone interested in 
the beaches of North Carolina.  The fully researched 
masterpiece, supported by outstanding photographs of the 
North Carolina coast, assists beach bound visitors with 
choosing where to go.  It is essential for academic and 
public libraries and fantastic as a gift.    
 
Melinda F. Matthews 
University of Louisiana at Monroe Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
